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November 2014 

“Every child deserves a champion – an adult who will never give 
up on them, who understands the power of connection, and 
insists that they become the best that they can possibly be.”   

-rita pierson  

Connections 

Welcome to our new monthly Connections newsletter!  
This newsletter serves to provide you with information 
about our program at the middle school.  We’ll keep 
you up to date on what’s happening here and things 
that you can talk to your child about.  Please let us 
know if you have any feedback! 

Conferences 

Conference season is upon us!  I will be scheduling conferences with parents the night of November 19th, 

in 20-minute increments.  If you would rather come during the school day, I would be happy to 

schedule a time with you.  I am always available to meet to talk about student progress.  Please fill out 

the attached form and let me know what works best for you.  If you ever have any concerns, you may 

always call the classroom at:(617) 926-7783 or e-mail me at amy.magill@watertown.k12.ma.us 

 

In addition to nighttime conferences, we are also offering Life Skills Training to parents, based on what 

the students have been working on in Community Explorers and in Health class.  Please be on the 

lookout for a signup sheet from Maria Wood.  These trainings will be held during conferences week in 

December.   

Please note that the district calendar states grades K-8 will be having Early Release December 8th through the 

11th.   Students will be dismissed at 11:45 and there will be no after school programming.    



 2 

Swimming Update 

The students have been enjoying 
their time at the pool!  After a few 
Tuesdays off, we’re excited to get 
back to our routine!  In addition to 
enjoying the water, students are 
also working on Life Skills.  Please 
let us know if there is anything 
specific that you’d like us to help 
out with while at the pool.  
Students are showering before 
returning to school, so we’re happy 
to troubleshoot some washing 
strategies for you.   

Bowling with the Watertown 
Autism Support Group  

The Watertown Autism Support 
Group is having a bowling party on 
Sunday, November 30th at 10:30am.  
It is going to held at Lanes & Games 
in Cambridge.  Bowling, pizza and 
presents will be there!  If you and 
your child would like to attend, 
please let Ellen Bey know at (617) 
924-0129.  You may also e-mail her 
at ebey@carlsonwagonlit.com 

 

Room Needs 

Cold and Flu season is upon us!  
Donations of disinfecting wipes, 
tissues and hand sanitizer are always 
accepted and highly appreciated!  
Thank you! 

Best Buddies! 

The Connections Program has partnered up with Ms. Dube (our 

Health Teacher) to start a Best Buddies Program during the school 

day.  During 5th period, we pair up with other students and 

participate in student-led activities.  We’ve done a variety of fun 

things including a scavenger hunt, art activities, small group social 

games and group games in the gym.  Coming up, the students are 

planning an obstacle course!  This has been a great program and all 

of the students involved have been positively affected by each other.  

We look forward to this program continuing throughout the year!  

Preference Lists 

Oftentimes, students’ preferences change as they move through the 

seasons, the age groups (elementary to middle school age) or the 

environments.  Please let us know if you’ve noticed any changes or 

if you have any new ideas that are motivating to your child.  We’d 

love to keep them motivated throughout the school day and families 

always know best J 

Thank you so much!  Have a wonderful Thanksgiving! 

Amy Magill and the Connections Staff 



 

 

 


